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Middlebury Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

October 4, 2026 

World Communion Sunday 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
*all those who are able please stand 

 

Our worship begins with the Prelude. 

Please be mindful of those who wish to spend this time in prayer 

 

PRELUDE 

When Morning Gilds the Skies arr. Teresa Wilhelmi 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Liturgist

   

INTROIT Adult Choir 

Let us praise God together on our knees. 

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have 

mercy on me. 

(From “Let Us Break Bread Together”) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: The banqueting table is prepared and God calls us to the feast. 

People: We have come from east and west, from north and south, 

to sit at Christ’s table. 

Leader: Here compassion, love, and grace pour out like fine wine. 

People: Here we taste the bread of life, bread for our journey. 
Leader: There are gifts of God for all the people of God. 

People: Let us taste and see that the Lord is good! 

 

*HYMN  

Praise to the Living God Bulletin (Page 9) 

New Century Hymnal (Black) #8 

 

INVOCATION 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION (Based on Isaiah 43:2) 
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CONFESSION (UNISON) 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 

we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. (Time for 

individual silent confession) 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Based on Psalm 103:12, 17)) 

Hear the good news! As far as the east is from the west so far too does 

the Lord remove our transgressions from us. The mercy of the Lord is 

from everlasting to everlasting. Friends, hear and believe the good 

news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 

 

*GLORIA PATRI                               Pilgrim Hymnal (Red) #513 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

And to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  

World without end. Amen. Amen. 

  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

  

READINGS OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE 

Isaiah 5:1-7        
I will sing for my beloved 

    my love song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 

    on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones 

    and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it 

    and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, 
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    but it yielded rotten grapes. 

 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

    and people of Judah, 

judge between me 

    and my vineyard. 

What more was there to do for my vineyard 

    that I have not done in it? 

When I expected it to yield grapes, 

    why did it yield rotten grapes? 

 

And now I will tell you 

    what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 

    and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

    and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a wasteland; 

    it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

    and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

I will also command the clouds 

    that they rain no rain upon it. 

 

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 

    is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

    are his cherished garden; 

he expected justice 

    but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness 

    but heard a cry! 

 

Matthew 21:33-46  
“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a 

watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went away. When the 

harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 

produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
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and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, 

and they treated them in the same way. Then he sent his son to them, 

saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, 

they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get 

his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, 

and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will 

he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches 

to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will 

give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

    and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

 

“Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

you and given to a people that produces its fruits. The one who falls 

on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on 

whom it falls.” 

 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 

realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, 

but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 

SERMON The Rev. Katrina Manzi 

Whose Vineyard? 

 

*HYMN  
I Come With Joy Bulletin (Page 10) 

New Century Hymnal (Black) #349 

 

JOYS, CONCERNS, & PASTORAL PRAYER 
Prayer requests will be received from the congregation. Please be 

mindful worship is livestreamed, so we advise caution on using last 

names to preserve people’s privacy. 
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OFFERTORY   
Living Bread Gilbert Martin 

Adult Choir 

 

*Doxology in Unison                            Pilgrim Hymnal (Red) #515 

 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (UNISON)       

Generous God, we have received so much from you in Christ and 

in creation. Bless the gifts we offer so that they will speak of your 

love for the world in all its detail and diversity in the name of 

Christ who makes us one. Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER             

Communion is served in the pews and is open to all, including 

children, who wish to grow in faith in Jesus Christ 

(All communion bread is gluten free) 

 

Invitation 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Leader: The Lord be with you 

People: And also with you 

Leader: Lift up your hearts 

People: We lift them up to the Lord 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

People: It is right to give God thanks and praise 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 



7 
 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. [We use 

“Father” and “trespasses,” but please use whatever words bring you 

closest to God.] 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Distribution of the Elements  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (UNISON)    

Holy God, we thank you for this meal that proclaims the peace 

and healing of the nations and for the ministry of churches 

around the world who gather with us today. By this broken bread 

may we each be restored for the work yet to come. By this shared 

cup may we each be claimed for the proclamation of your 

Kingdom. At this shared table may we be united as children of 

your promise, sent together into the world as servants of your 

peace; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*HYMN  
Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread Bulletin (Page 11) 

Pilgrim Hymnal (Red) #280 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Adult Choir 

Threefold Amen 

 

POSTLUDE 

Let Us Break Bread Together arr. Teresa Wilhelmi 

 

Please join us downstairs in the Social Hall after worship for 

fellowship and refreshments  
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World Communion Sunday 

In 1936, for the first time, the first Sunday in October was celebrated as 

World Communion Sunday in Presbyterian churches in the United States 

and overseas. From the beginning, it was planned so that other 

denominations could make use of it and, after a few years, the idea 

spread beyond the Presbyterian Church. Tody, congregations and 

denominations all over the world join in observing this day which 

celebrates our unity in Christ. 
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DOING GOD’S WORK 

The Congregation, Ministers in the World 

Church Officers & Members of our Boards & Committees 

Staff: 

The Rev. Katrina Manzi, Minister 

Donna Obarowski, Choir Director 

David Obarowski, Organist 

Diane Barnard, Bookkeeper/Asst. Treasurer 

Sara Hubbard, Faith Formation Volunteer Coordinator 

Rebecca Trosan, Nursery Attendant 

Sarah Kwashnak, Office Assistant 

 

To Make a Donation Online:  

Scan QR Code or Visit 

middleburyucc.org/giving-to-mcc/ 


